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President’s Message

M.M. Mohandas

President
NITCAA Cochin Chapter
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Dear friends,

very happy new year lo one
& all. Let the new year bring
more happiness to you and your

family.

It has been four months since the
flood swallowed most part of our Ker-
ala. A good number of our members
worked hard to help the victims of floods

Secretary's Report

Darryl Andrew

Secretary
MITCAA Cochin Chapter

he Executive Committee and its
members are forging ahead in full
swing, true to the commitment

taken by the President and the team for
bringing the community together and
sharing what our community has gained.

On May st 2018 we had our AGM
and Family meet. In the AGM, the elec-
tion of the Executive Committee mem-
bers held on 26th January was ratified by
the Returning Officer Dr. Ravindran Nair.

We had 8 Executive Committee meet-
ings from April to Dec 2018. One E C
meeting and our 15th Aug Family meet
had to be dropped due the WNM 2018
and the floods that ravaged our State.

As part of the flood relief work, un-
der the leadership of NITCAA mem-
bers, a collection centre was opened at
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by means of sending money, materi-
al and through their selfless work. Let
me congratulate each and every one for
their magnanimity and hard work. We
have a sizeable amount of funds balance

in our flood relief fund which we intend
to utilize for construction of two houses
for the flood affected widows, in consul-
tation and co-operation with the district
administration. Works are in full swing

Kakkanad Village Office. Essentials and
clothes worth more than Rs 10 lakhs was
collected and distributed to more than
90 relief centres . Cleaning of homes and
wells were done by a dedicated team. We
received essentials and food items from
our friends from Calicut, Bangalore,
Chennai etc and our RECCAA Club con-
ference room was converted to a storage
space. Many of our members volunteered
to pack the items received and to distrib-
ute them. Our Alumni also sent contri-
butions. After purchase of essentials, the
balance amount is being spent to build
two homes for widows who have lost their
homes. The beneficiary has been selected
through the District Collector.

Internship for Engineering college

students was conducted in association

and we hope that we can hand over the
completed houses by March 1st week.

Our projects NITCAA tower, Training
programme, Entrepreneurship develop-
ment are going well. Thank you very much
for all your help and guidance. Let me once
again welcome RECCians and NITCians to
join NITCAA Cochin chapter.

Of late, the drug menace that's eating
our society has been a malter of concern
to me. Our youngsters are smart, intelli-
gent and enthusiastic but a good numbers
are under the influence of drugs and nar-
cotics. We have to work together and do
something to spread more awareness and
pull back our youngsters from this deadly
menace. Let us explore what we can do as
a community.

Best wishes and Happy New Year

with Evergreen Technologies Pvt Lid from
9th to 21stof July. 11 students of Civil and
30 for Renewable energy attended ‘Their
feedback has been encouraging and pro-
grams in Mechanical and Electrical engi-
neering has been chalked out.

Two Entrepreneur series talks were
held at RECCAA club in association with
Startup Mission Kerala on the 19th of July
and 13 of December 2018.

The NITCAA tower plans were ap-
proved and the foundation stone laying
and ground breaking ceremony for 24 sin-
gle bed apartments was done on 11th of
December 2018, Bookings for 12 apart-
ments has been received. Pile foundation
works are in progress.

As part of building up comradeship,
3 tour programs were conducted to the
utmost satisfaction of the participants,
More tours are in the pipeline.

The support from all the Executive
Committee members and Chapter mem-
bers has been increasing day by day.
Looking forward towards continuous
support.

Thank you
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Excerpts from the AGM
NITCAA Cochin, May 1st 2018

nnual General Body meeting of NITCAA COCHIN L
Mational Institute of Technolo- ' 1 ua .:Z
gy Calicut Alumni Association - , ﬂl GEHEHN- B"nv MEF “G

(NITCAA) Cochin chapter was held on _ l l"'l'cnn FHM“.Y MEEI-

May Ist as wsual. ‘The re-elected com- y A i { .
mittee assumed office, to continue for . W " -".'
another year with Er. M.M Mohandas . :
as President, Fr. Darryl Andrews as Sec-
retary and Er. Ashok Kumar as Treasur-
er. Ms. Anjali S, the pride of NITC, who
emerged the 26th rank holder of the Civ-
il service exam 2018, was the chiefl guest
of the evening, The evening was also the tained the audience with his innale wit  Bhaskar compered the event, conducted
family meet of the members. Mr Vinay and humour. fun games. Function came to a close with
Menon, a stand-up comedy artist enter- Our dynamic young alumnus Akhil  dinner.

Auspicious start to the event, On the dais, President M.M. Mohandas, Secretary Darryl Andrew
and Treasurer, Ashok Kumar

Time for some fun and entertainment - Akhil Bhasker
in charge

e ey ‘(|i'.l|'l1l|-|‘“.|’.ll

Chief guest of the evening, S Anjali, NITC
alumni and Civil Service exam 2018 rank
holder. Anjali sharing her secret to success

Welcome address by President M.M.
Mohandas

NITCAA COCHINGSY CHARTER
AL m"!mltf -
HIT A

Here comes Vinay Menon, the famous Stand-up comedian,
(Left) in action

Some music to ears by our young ones
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World NITCA Meet 2018 <R Y8,
‘% re.corwlec.:t

M

orld NITCA Meet (WKNM)
20158 hosted by NITCAA Cali-
cul chapter, from August 10"
to 12" was truly a nostalgic trip down the
memory lane.
It was a time to renew the 1'mtern;’l}' spir-
it, an occasion to build a network bridging

generations of NITCians and moreover, a

slatform to share knowledge and expertise
(Commandant of Indian Naval Academy), Guest of honour Mr Balagopal 1AS (Founder Director ! . B¢ ¢

Teruma Penpol Ltd) and Dr Shivaji Chakraverthy (Director, NIT Calicut) on emerging frontiers.

Chairman Organising Committee, Nityanad
Kamath giving the welcome address

After the inaugural ceremony a feast of dance, music and magic followed

Day 2 kicked off with Business Sessions

ME. B PRASAMNARN

DR DEBASHIS CHATTERIES

Dr Prabhakaran Paleri, Former Dr. Debashis Chatterje, Director 1M Mr. R Prasannan, chief of Bureau-
Director, Indian Coast Guard Kozhikode The Week, New Delhi

E

| \ I - X Music show by celebrity
An appreciative and attentive audience artist Sidharth Menon
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Day 3-Back to the campus- a trip down the memory lane

Inauguration of Creative Zone An alumni sponsored project, an inspiring and creative
landscaped space for students and staff, with a cafeteria, gazebos and outdoor seating under the
trees.a lasting monument dedicated to the Alma Mater.

Creative zone inauguration, Dance by current students to welcome the new facility to the campus

Finally the event came to a close with memories to cherish. The alumni had a chance to
showcase their talents at our audi once again, and relive memories. The three day event
witnessed many batch reunions too.

1980-84 Batch
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ITCAA Cochin Training wing

Skill enhancing training programme

has successfully completed first

batch of Internship for the final
year Civil Engineering students from var-
ious Engineering colleges. The students
were given practical tips and taken around
some of the project siles which were man-
aged by our NITCAA memhers,

The project sites visited were Sanje-
evanam hospital construction, Pallik-
kara, Lotus Properties, Tripunithura &
Ameon Block factory (Mr Mohandas),
Prestige Hill side Gateway, Kakkanad
{Mr. Thankachan Thomas) & Metro Yard
{(Mr. Jacob Kurian).

Civil engineering interns with Srikumar Pai

The theory and practical tips were shared
by Mr. Mohandas, Mr. Srikumar Pai, Mr.
Syriac Cherian, Dr. Babu T Jose, Mr. Paulose
Mathew, Dr. Benny Mathews Abraham & Mr.
Yacub Mohan. It was also supported by Mr. G,
Krishnakumar. The course was designed and
coordinated by Mr Srikurmar Pai.

NITCAA with Ew-
ergreenn Energy Technologies Pvt Lid
(EGET)
programme on Renewable energy, at-

in association
conducted a 10 days training
tended by engineering students of various

branches. The course was designed and
conducted by Mr. C.M. Varughese

Entrepreneurship development drive

ITCAA Cochin Start-up En-
trepreneurship  development

drive is the widely acclaimed
programme of this chapler. A series of
talks have been held, attended by techno-
crals, students, entrepreneurs, organized
by our members Shilen Sagunan and
fijo John, both successful entrepreneurs

themselves.

Event 5, July 2018- MedGenome

Sam Santhosh, Founder MedGenome
unraveled the nuances of the complex
and amazing world of genomics and its
applications in a simplistic manner, Fol-
lowed by a fireside chat with Mr. John
K Paul, MD Popular Group. Paul threw
light on the potential technology disrup-
tions in Automobile sector and its atten-
dant impact on the mankind and society

Electric Vehicles on display
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Sam Santhosh on MedGenome

K Paul

in the world of transportation.

Event 6, December 2018 : Electric
Vehicles

E.V Krishna Sharma, Director, Delta Elec-
tronics spoke on Fundamentals of Electric
Vehicles and Fast Chargers. Krishna Shar-
ma manifested the fundamental consider-
ations of designing Electric Vehicles and
with a focus on vehicle power train and

fast electric chargers.

= ]

E V Krishna Sharma

NiB

Fireside chat, Shilen Sagunan with john

it - Shikis Sagiases, ooa

MoK AR ..'_:
thansl obilell spTU

1l

1 lijo John
introducing the
speakers

Mr. Bavil Varghese, CEQ CEALD held
the next session on [rives for Electric
Vehicles. Mr. Vargese explained the con-
siderations for designing the electric pow-
ertrain for Electric Vehicles,

This  event supported by De-
partment of  Electronics, CUSAT
and SEEM.

Both the events Sponsored by

NASSCOM & Startup Mission, Govern-

Bavil Varghese
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NITCAA Tower-
The most prestigious project of NITCAA Cochin

Another feather in the cap of NITCAA Cochin

Launch of a premium studio L
apartment complex with 24
units, exclusively for NITC
Alumni, at affordable price,
with all modern amenities,
tucked in the residential area
of RECCAA Valley, Kakkanad,
with close proximity to
RECCAA Club.

Bookings
still open

Foreaals] B
N Type A-18HK - Area 648 sqn. | Fal * Type B - 1BHK - Area 621 sqh. | ]ﬁ; -
R il = bt il el
L, R SRS R - | Current status: Piling work in progress
5 = R = S L o o =,
Laying of foundation stone on 11-12-2018 by For bookings contact: M.M. Mohandas +91 94471 81059
Prof. Ravindran Nair who made the first booking. Hashim PA +01 94477 14353
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RBEY &)E)O>OI@BB

NITCAA Cochin sprung into action the very moment Kerala started
drowning in deluge - Glimpses of our team In action

Relief

Phase 1 collection
center @ Village
office Kakkanad

Phase 2
Collection & packing
@RECCAA Club and
reaching out to the
needy

B | MITCAA Cochin In-house Bulletin NiB
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Phase 3
Cleaning

operation

NITCAA homes for flood affected

Two beneficiaries have been identified with the
help of Dist. Collector. Two elderly widows,
Smt. Sulekha and Smt. Radha Vijayan from
Chendamangalam, N.Parur who lost their dwell-
ings in the recent floods. The demolition and
construction works have commenced with the
support of our members, coordinated by
Noufal G.K. Thanks to the generous contribu-
tions of NITC alumni from all over the world.

President with Smt. Sulekha President and Secretary assessing the work progress

NEB NITCAA Cochin In-house Bulletin
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Memories of
Another Da

1976- Civil

he 1972-76 batch of REC/NIT

Calicut

etched in the history of the Col-
lege. Majority of the students came from
a rural background and many were trav-
elling outside their home district for the
first time in their life.

has several memories

We may have started our professional
studies at a very inauspicious time. There
were only four hostels A, B, C and E. The
A Hostel had an exclusively vegetarian
mess and the first vear students were ac-
commodated in the A Hostel.

Ragging was a done thing in all the
professional colleges of the time. The au-
thorities too were aware of what was going
on. But the raw young freshers were in for
the shock of their life. We were perhaps
subjected to perhaps the most inhuman
ragging in the history of the college. The
unsuspecting young boys were subjected
to the worst kind of physical and men-
tal torture. Some were even subjected to
sexual assault too, scarring them for their
life. There were even cases of the super
seniors (those who had completed their
course but staying in lodges to write their
back papers) dragging the new comers to
their lodges and assaulting them. What
was worse, our own classmates who had
joined a year earlier for the preparatory
course also felt it their right to rag their
own classmates.

Usually the ragging ended after a
month but in our case it went on and on.

The third year batch was away on study

10 | NITCAA Cochin In-house Bulletin

¥ Joy Abraham Kallivayalil

tour and when they returned they felt that
they should not be denied their share of
ragging.

The sexual and physical assault came
to such a pass that many were ready to
leave the college for ever. The authori-
ties could no longer turn a blind eye and
a decision was taken to dismiss some of
the worst offenders. What followed would
sound bizarre when we look back. The
first strike ever in the history of the col-
lege was organised demanding that the of-
fenders be taken back. The seniors asked
our forgiveness and begged us to support
the strike. | was one among the new batch
to sit in dharna in the lobby of the Main
Building in support of the strike.

In hindsight, Principal Bahauddin
took a magnanimous view of the entire
episode. The worst offenders were to leave
but he helped them to be accommodat-
ed in other RECs like Ahmadabad. Some
others were to be suspended for one vear.
The physical scars would have faded, but
for some the mental scars remain to this
day, even after 46 years.

The campus returned to normalcy, but
we the first year students had to go on a
one day strike soon. Little did we know
that the day will remain in our memories
for ever for a totally different reason. Most
of us were from Kerala University and we
were ordered to produce migration certif-
icate to the new Calicut University which
was not informed earlier.

Some of the boys decided to use the

day oft to have a swim in the nearby Cha-
thamangalam River. As a leader, I stayed
back to meet the Principal to inform him
of the reason for the strike. I reached

the river bank, two kilometres away, to
witness the saddest scene in my life. My
classmate Jacob I Madapattu who didn’t
know swimming was caught up in a cur-
rent and was sucked into the waters. [ was
in time only to see one hand raised in the
water for help before it disappeared. All
I can remember is running all the way
back o College and informing the Prin-
cipal. The authorities quickly swung into
aclion. A massive search operation soon
got underway, the like of which was never
wilnessed ever by the sleepy village. ‘The
whole village took part searching the river
for kilometres downstream for the body.
The whole college were spending the days
on the banks of the river looking out for
any signs of the young colleague.

The Indian navy was called in for help.
They spread a dragnet under the Chatha-
mangalam bridge, about three kilometres
downstream and divers went into action.
But it was a local villager who finally found
the body. A post mortem was conducted
at Calicut Medical College, the memory of
which still remains with me. The body was
brought back and placed in the auditori-
um for all to pay their last respects. The
whole campus and the entire Chathaman-
galam village turned up in tears to see the
mortal remains of the first student who

had lost his life in an accident.



The body was taken to Changanacher-
ry, limmy’s native place. We accompanied
the body in the College bus To Changa-
nacherry for the funeral. The loss of Jim-
my was more personal for me since we
were classmates in school at Kanjirapally.
Jimmy owned a casette recorder, a novel-
Ly in those days and | used to spend most
evenings in his room, ]is!ening to music.

We decided to do something to per-
petuate his memory for ever. The Kerala
Sastra Sahitya Parishad was in early days
and many of our teachers like VK Da-
K Vincent Paul
and A Balagopal were among its founding
members, The “Shastragathi” magazine of
the Parishad was increasingly becoming
popular In Kerala as the first science mag-
azine in Kerala, The Parishad was about to

modaran, A Achutan,

organise an All Kerala Science Quiz. Our
teachers could get the Parishad for us to
institute an Ever Rolling Trophy in mem-
ory of Jacob [} Madapattu for the winners,

I was made Convenor of the Project.
Instead of the conventional trophy, it was
decided 1o have a beautilul wooden sculp-
ture as the trophy. National award win-
ning Artist Viswam of the SMSM Institute
Thirovananthapuram was commissioned
to make the sculpture. K R Rajan 1AS, a
former teacher of our college, was the one
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Usually the
ragging ended
after a month

but in our case it
went on and on

person who helped me most in the sue-
cessful completion of the venture.

The Science Exhibition conducted
in our College was the first of its kind a
in North Kerala in our first year was a re-
sounding success. Scientific exhibits were
prepared and put up by the senior batches
and we were co-oplted as volunteers, Long
serpentine queues were seen every day with
students from the Colleges and Schools in
the district poured in. The musical fountain
and the sun dial remained as permanent ex-

hibits till the time we left college.

Even the exhibition is tinged with
sadness in my memory, On the day before
the exhibition was lo be opened, we were
hectically preparing the exhibits till late
into the night. The College Chairman P
| Joseph invited us 1o have tea at Kaltan-
gal . On our way, just outside the gate of E
Hostel, Joseph was bitten by a snake, We
rushed him to our campus hospital, but
¢h doctor could not do much other than
to apply a tourniquet. The condition of
the patient was deteriorating and the old
doctor accompanied us to the Medical
College, fearing for his life. Things went
bad to worse when it was discovered that
anti venom was not in stock, The medi-
cine had to be brought from the District
Hospital, which took a few more hours.
However luck held and PJ Joseph sur-
vived, Sadly, the College Chairman had
to miss the event he had been waiting for,
for months, the Inaugural function of the
Science Exhibition.

If we had thought that we have had
enough of the sorrows and sadness for
the rest of our period in the College, we
were mistaken. Destiny had more bitter
episodes in store, events which would
become part of the history and folklore.
More of it later.

(o be continued...)

The inexplicable joy of getting together again

a*

‘A

1963-68 Batch Golden Jubilee meet, Movember 2018

Ml
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' KV Mohanan
1978- Electrical
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NIB

ITCians Prasanth Pillai (2002
PE) and Sanoj Salam (2001
ECE) along with Parvathy

Venugopal (2002 CSE), Abitha Khader
(2002 EEE), Sajir Mohammed (2014 ME)
have come up with an app, Toftee Ride, to
caler 10 the educational needs of kinder-
garten students.

Toffee Ride aims for a holistic devel-
aopment. Composed of a wide variety of
educational games, puzzles, stories and
learning activities, ToffeeRide also in-
cludes concept lessons mapped to the
child’s syllabus and grade. The courses
ensure a personalised learning experi-

At Kumarakom, November 2018
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Soft launch of Toffee Ride by Prof. M.K. Sanu on 16th October.

Tour Clicks NITCAA

NiB

Toffee Ride

The Learning App for Kids

Cochin

ence by tracking the performance of the
child. It has an inbuilt Al programme
that identifies the progress of the child
and then changes the course design ac-
cording to the learner’s capability.
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Dr. R. Ravindran Nair
Retd, Prof, & Dean REC Calicut
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Editor's Note

roller coaster of events has shaken our state since last Au-
gust. Never before have we tasted a natural disaster of this
magnitude, and never before have we joined hands and
stood together, irrespective of our divides... to rise like a phoenix.

Any recovery that we have achieved has been solely because
of the strength of community that we showcased across all demo-
graphics within, and even bevond, the state and country. This unity
was something we discovered during a time of crisis, and is per-
haps something that we are losing again little by little, day by day.

This issue of NiB hopes to refocus ourselves on this point of
community development and aims to show our readers what we
can achieve together.

Throughout the turbulent times we have gone through these
last few months, NITCAA as a community has stood together
more than ever before and has done everything possible, to bring
about change.

"Thanks to the team for supporting me in publishing this issue of
NiB, withspecialmentiontothe Presidentand Secretary
of the Chapter. Sincerely thank Mr. Hashim P.A for
sponsoring the issue on behalf of RECCA SEWA

Society, a charity organisation formed by 78
batch of RECC Alumni.

This is also an opportunity to acknowledge
the artistry of this issue's designer, Biju K of
Gravily Crearione

4
do>

Thank you,

Ran|nl Menon

EOILGrmoi@mall.cor

Editor: Ranjini Menon | Cover art: Urmila Reghunath | Design and Layout: Biju ¥ [Gravity Creazione]
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SHARE & GET
FEATURED

Every MIB tssue

S5 YoUr chance I

have your freezings
came right here
Share your best
photos in the
below e-mail 1d:

acliea pc e o A
HBEmgmailod

= P e

Ain't | photogenic !

Moment captured by: Er. Sudhakaran K.K
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Recca SEWA Society
10GEIHER FOR CHARITY

Serve Eternally With Altruism(SEWA), 35th charity Project scheduled
Palliative Care Centre, Govt Tribal Hospital, Kuttichal, Nedumangad.
Your Liberal Donations to
SBI Irumpanam A/c no 37460128229 IFSC SBINOO71006
Contact: Venu-99954 38608 Ashok- 94472 28897

Recca SEWA Saociety 1s a Chanty organization set up by 1978 batch of National Institute of Technology,
Calicut (NITC) with the intention of giving something back 1o those, who unfortunately have had to bear
more than their share of lite's mistortunes



